
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
 

1776 Niagara Street 
Buffalo, NY 14207 

Re: Scoping for Demolition of Building 401, Niagara Falls Storage Site 

Dear  

Please accept my objection to the demolition of Building 401 without further examination 
of the environmental and human services impact on the surrounding community, Niagara 
County, and the Great Lakes. USACE and the Department of Defense must do due 
diligence on the cost to the environment of disturbing a point of radiological 
contamination without adequate cleanup; and, most importantly to me, to destroy a 
building deemed historical by the facts and the New York State Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation. A visual landmark on the Lake Ontario Plains, the 
sturdy building was built to look like a barn to fool enemy bombers who may invade the 
United States during World War II. As a repository for Manhattan Project tailings, it 
speaks of the sacrifices of the local populace, war and munitions workers, and local 
landowners toward the ultimate success of the US in World War II, and the subsequent 
Cold War. 

The USACE has declared that there are no potential users to readapt this building. As a 
historian, curator and preservationist, I think that future generations would be aghast at 
this presumption. Attached is a page of suggested adaptive reuse of such an historic 
building that includes establishing museums, Centers, pleasure parks, Government and 
private archival storage. rm sure the surrounding community has many ideas that could 
renovate and reuse this sturdy and important structure. 

I look forward to your reply. 

Yours truly, 
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Re: Scoping for Demolition of Building 401, Niagara Falls Storage Site 

Public and private adaptive reuse suggestions, Building 401, LOOW 

Museums: 
Fisheries, 
Transportation, 
Aerospace, 
Manhattan Project, 
Agriculture, 
War (French-Indian, Revolutionary, 1813, Civil, Spanish American, WWI & 

WWII, Korean, Vietnam, Iraq, Mghan) (Hall ofHonor) 
Biodiversity 
Audubon 

Centers: 
Environmental 
Radiation 
Waste (Treatment/Reclamation 
Fishing 
Great Lakes Biology/Water Quality 
Agricultural (Soft fruit production and history) 

Pleasure: 
Park 
Administration Building 
Peace Park 

Storage: 
Niagara County Archives 
WNY Government Archives 
Local Museum Archives and Objects: 

Photographs and Negatives 
Furniture and Objects 
Large Equipment Objects 
Textiles 
Agricultural Objects 
Art Storage 

 
 

 




